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The justification for requiring obligations in respect of new or compensatory tree planting is
set out in Policies BCS9 and BCS11 of the Council’s Core Strategy.

Trigger for Obligation
Obligations in respect of trees will be required where either:
o New planting is required on public land to mitigate the impact of a development, or

o Where trees covered by categories A, B and C of BS 5837 (Trees in relation to construction)
are felled as part of a development, and replacement planting is required on public land.

Tree planting will either take place on open ground or in areas of hard standing such as
pavements.

Where planting can take place directly into open ground the contribution will be lower than
where the planting is in areas of hard standing. This is due to the need to plant trees located
in areas of hard standing in an engineered tree pit.

All tree planting on public land is to be undertaken by the council to ensure a consistent
approach and level of quality, and to reduce the likelihood of new tree stock failing to survive.

Level of Contribution

The contribution covers the cost of providing the tree pit (where appropriate), purchasing,
planting, protecting, establishing and initially maintaining the new tree. The level of
contribution is as follows:

Tree in open ground (no tree pit required) £765.21

Tree in hard standing (tree pit required) £3,318.88

The “open ground” figure will apply in the following circumstances:

o Where development results in the loss of Council owned trees in open ground.

o Where development results in the loss of trees on the development site, and is unable to
provide replacement tree planting on site.
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In both these cases the Council will provide replacement tree planting in the nearest
appropriate area of open space.

The “hard standing” figure will apply in the following circumstances:
° Where development results in the loss of Council owned trees in areas of hard standing.

° Where new tree planting in hard standing is required to mitigate the impact of
development (for example street trees required as part of highway improvements).

In the first of these cases the council will locate replacement tree planting in areas of hard
standing as close as reasonably practical to the development site; and in the second of these
cases the Council will implement tree planting in specific locations identified through the
planning approval process.

The number of trees required to compensate for loss of existing trees depends upon the size of
the trees to be lost. This is set out in the following table:

Trunk Diameter of Tree
lost to development Number of
(cm measured at 1.5 | Replacement
metres above ground Trees
level)

Less than 15 0-1
15-19.9 1
20-29.9 2
30 - 39.9 3
40 - 49.9 4
50 - 59.9 5
60 - 69.9 6
70 - 79.9 7
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